
Symbol Supported Stories 

 

Symbol supported stories are adapted stories that use symbols/pictures to support reading and 

understanding of key words within text.   

• A symbol is a pictorial representation of an object/person/concept. Symbols are typically 

standardised so they can be used in schools across Greenwich.  

• Key words are those which are the most important information bearing ones, and those 

which tend to be most easily represented graphically by symbols. They generally include 

nouns, some verbs and adjectives. 

 

For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEPS support schools to create symbol supported stories including fairy tales, popular stories and 

stories linked to the curriculum (for all year groups). Please see the links below for some examples: 

  

 

The Pirate Mums by Jodie 

Lancet-Grant 
Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

Clean Up! by Nathan Bryon 

and Dapo Adeola  

 

file:///G:/Childrens/SEND%20Outreach/STEPS/RESOURCES/CURRICULUM%20RESOURCES/Popular%20Stories/The%20Pirate%20Mums%20by%20Jodie%20Lancet-Grant/The%20%20Pirate%20Mums.pdf
file:///G:/Childrens/SEND%20Outreach/STEPS/RESOURCES/CURRICULUM%20RESOURCES/Popular%20Stories/The%20Pirate%20Mums%20by%20Jodie%20Lancet-Grant/The%20%20Pirate%20Mums.pdf
file:///G:/Childrens/SEND%20Outreach/STEPS/RESOURCES/CURRICULUM%20RESOURCES/Popular%20Stories/Iron%20Man%20-%20Ted%20Hughes/The%20Iron%20Man%20simplified%20symbol%20supported%20story.pdf
file:///G:/Childrens/SEND%20Outreach/STEPS/RESOURCES/CURRICULUM%20RESOURCES/Popular%20Stories/Clean%20Up%20by%20Nathan%20Bryan/clean%20up!%20symbol%20supported%20story.pdf
file:///G:/Childrens/SEND%20Outreach/STEPS/RESOURCES/CURRICULUM%20RESOURCES/Popular%20Stories/Clean%20Up%20by%20Nathan%20Bryan/clean%20up!%20symbol%20supported%20story.pdf

